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CHIVALRY.  Maurice Keen. Yale University Press, New  Haven  and London.
1984.  £12.95.

There is, arguably, no subject which recalls the middle ages quite as vividly or
with  such  colour as  that  of chivalry. Interest in its ideals and practice has given
rise to literary description and historical investigation  associated  with writers of
considerable reputation. In  this  volume Dr. Maurice Keen has drawn together
the multifarious aspects of chivalry — its origins, growth, ethos  and principles,
tournaments, heralds and warfare —  some  of which have already had treatment
from other  historians, in what will assuredly become  the best and most essential
work on the subject for many years to  come.

The old view of chivalry represented by Johan Huizinga’ s classic work, The
Waning of the  Middle  Ages,  has long been set aside with Dr. Keen himself, in
earlier publications, leading the way In  a  re-appraisal. The predominant theme  m
this fuller exploration of the subject 15 the emphatic description of chivalry as a
cult which was fundamentally secular and Dr.  Keen’s  book  is in  essence  a
contribution to social history.

Seeking first  a ‘real  world' definition, Dr. Keen sets aside the romances
which are so open to the charge of literary licence which ignores the limitations of
real life and portrays chivalry as  a  ‘tinsel gloss’. Turning first to ecclesiastical
tracts and  then, more important, to three major early tracts  — the anonymous
poem the  Ordene  de  Chevalerie  and the works of Ramon Lull and  Geoffrey dc
Charny —  Dr. Keen presents  a  definition of chivalry (an  ethos  in which martial,
aristocratic and Christian elements were fused together  .  . .  a  way of life), from
which  to proceed. In  examining the origins of  chivalry, the reader is left in no
doubt  as to the secular nature of a cult nurtured in France but developing in  a
European  context.  The lives of Arnold of Ardres and William the Marshal
provide powerful examples of the early practice of chivalrous living.

With a firmly secular  base, Dr. Keen weaves in the religious thread, assessing
the Christian quality of chivalry, putting the  institutional  church emphatically in
its place and distinguishing between the crusading ideal and the older, more
widely appealing ethos  of knighthood. Ecclesiastical attitudes to war changed
slowly. The pacific tradition set it at variance with the martial aspects of chivalric

life and by the time the church was promoting the  just  war chivalry had
developed religious values which were independent of sacerdotal priorities and
demands. The chivalric orders were too monastic to  have  a  general appeal to
knighthood and the church failed to establish a monopoly on the ceremony of
dubbing. This examination of chivalry against the changing ecclesiastical  scene  of
the eleventh and twelfth centuries and the reform movement is one of the  most
interesting sections of Dr.  Keen’s  work.
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The place of the tournament in the ritual of chivalry was serious as well as
popular. Here again this  secular  movement was out of step with the church which
censured such spectacles as encouraging violence and wasting energy that would
be better spent on the crusade. Dr. Keen emphasises the importance of
tournaments and  jousts  as  a  form of martial training, the lessons of which had
wider implications, the conventions of mock battles being adopted in real war.

With the essence of chivalry firmly before  him, Dr. Keen advances to an
examination of the impact of literature, both the classics and the stories of
Charlemagne and Arthur, and of the importance of heraldry and the heralds.
Their  expertise and visual contributions to the  cult  bear  witness  to its growing
vigour and inventiveness. In a chapter on contemporary ideas of nobility, Dr.
Keen  captures the essentials of  noble  life styles and expenditure, while examining
the degree of social nobility and the hardening of class barriers with the shift of
emphasis from knighthood to nobility of blood. With  some  well chosen
examples, in the ensuing chapter, he demonstrates how the practice of arms was
directly related to nobility and how virtue modified the rigidity of  those  class
distinctions.

The remaining chapters  concentrate  on the question of the decline of
chivalry, with  a  strong and convincing re-statement of the genuineness of the
expressed values of loyalty and courage. In this quarter the great secular orders
are afforded  a  high degree of respectability and sincerity. Their  chief  functions
were martial and political and the external trappings were an outward sign of very
realistically held ideals. The  pageantry and extravagance have on the one hand
been  exaggerated and on the other  were  not in any case a  symbol  of decadence.
They were rather  a  means of constantly calling men to observe the values of  a  life
in arms. Nostalgia of this kind was  a  positive, not  a  negative force, demonstrating
an appreciation of the richness of the secular traditions. Dr.  Keen’s  treatment of
the chivalric cult in the context of war is  a  powerfully written chapter, pointing to
the very real risks confronting knights and leaders, in the  field.  He discusses at
length the difficulty of distinguishing between those  black  knights  or mercenaries
and the true knight errant when both might be engaged on similar ventures,
securing profit and  booty for themselves. Dr. Keen has effectively tackled at close
quarters the  problem  he describes so succinctly as the awareness  that  chivalry had
here  always been  ‘at war with  a  distorted image of itself’.

This  book  is a  total  pleasure to read and written with  a  remarkable degree of
clarity, a superb  collection of examples and  a  large number of splendid
illustrations, all related by page  reference to the  text.  In this latter respect it is  a
masterpiece of production demonstrating that it is still possible to get value for
money.

ROWENA  E. ARCHER

THE  DERBYSHIRE GENTRY  IN THE  FIFTEENTH CENTURY. Susan  M.
Wright. Derbyshire Record  Society, vol. 8.  1983.  £15.00.

The Derbyshirc Record Society was formed in  1977  to publish  texts,
monographs, and pamphlets relating to the history of the  county.  This, the eighth
full volume published by the Society, is an  expansion  by Dr. Wright of thesis
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material and is very attractively presented. The volume utilises  a  considerable
corpus of primary source material, not only in the  Public  Record Office and  a
number  of local record offices, but  also  from manuscript material in the
Devonshire and Rutland ducal collections. The period covered by this survey is
slightly less than the title indicates, 1430  to 1509, but it is obviously one of
considerable interest to Ricardians and relates to  a county not  often  touched by
the mainstream of national history.

The first chapter  admits  the difficulty of defining who the gentry were.  A
number of crnena are  assessed, none giving a  complete answer, but by amalgam it
is concluded  that  at any one time in Derbyshire it  consisted  of fifty or so families.
The remaining eight  chapters  deal with the gentry on a thematic basis — their
economic framework; marriage and  settlement? household  '  and  social
yelationships; dealings with the greater magnates (the wealth of  Vernon  material
in the Rutland collection 1s particularly useful  here); a special chapter on the  most
impo_rt_ant landowner  m  the county —  the Duchy of Lancaster and the Crown,
local government, both  county bench and shire; and law and o'rder. Finally,a
brief conclusion IS folloWed by a wealth of detailed appendices providing many of
the facts upon which Dr.  Wright’ s  conclusions are  based.

The imbalance m Derbyshire society created by the Duchy of Lancaster,
together with an insularity from national affairs not unusual 1n  that county’s
history, would make the transfer of conclusions drawn here to a countrywide
context  a dangerous occupation. Patronage does not appear to have had the.  same
importance in Derbyshire as other studies have revealed to be the  case  in other
counties. Clarence was Henry Vernon’ soverlord, and  Vernon’s  brother-in—law,
Shrewsbury, was  a  key Clarence man, but in  October  1470  with Edward
marching from the Humber, Vernon  was appealed to in vain by Clarence, and he
did not leap to join Edward either, not even following Clarence’s rapprochement
with  Edward. The underlying themes of this study, and this is  quite  strongly
brought out in the conclusion,»relate it would  seem  to the survival of feudalistic
traits and to the importance of primogeniture in  fifteenth  century Derbyshire.
The gentry families were  very closely linked, often on  a  territorial  basis; feuds
ending occasionally in riot and murder are in part a reflection of this which no
influence of law or power from outside the county could subdue. Preservation of
the patrimony and lineage were the Derbyshire gentry s  over-riding
consideration.

From the Ricardian’ s viewpoint, there is perhaps  a  little disappointment.
This may reflect the  body of primary sources, but of 200 secondary Works  listed in
the bibliography not one deals specifically or indeed mainly with Richard‘s reign.
Probably the  most  interesting sidelight relates to Edward  IV's  reaction to what
could be  seen  as  a  divisive position in the North Midlands after the  1460s  with
Clarence Talbot and  Vernon  on one side 'and Hastings and Grey on the other.
One result was an attempt to increase  Hastings’ powerbase m that  area, and 1h
particular in Derbyshire.  Between 1474  and  1476  Hastings indentured with
fifteen Derbyshire gentry, and by 1483  the  total  had reached thirty-four gentry
from twenty-three families, a third of all  Hastings’ contracts and  almost  half of
the available families.  That  this was a deliberate policy 1s undeniable, but the
Hastings connection was never cohesive enough to be a political force. The most
this  considerable  effort  and  expense  appears to have  achieved, even in the years
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between  1478  and  1483  when Hastings’ retinue was at its  most  extensive,  was to
neutralise the Clarence, Talbot  and  Vernon  affinity in the Midlands.

In all a  most  attractive and readable volume, of obvious importance from the
viewpoint of the history of the county with which it deals, but  also  deserving of  a
wider readership. One final  comment, and this on the  value  for money of this and
other productions of the Derbyshire Record Society —  they are even cheaper to
members!

WILLIAM FEATHERSTONE

Notices  of  Books  and  Articles

The following list consists of recent  books  and articles, mainly published in the
last  twelve  months, although  earlier publications may be included. The
appearance of an item does not preclude its subsequent review.  Items  marked by
an asterisk are in the  Society’s  Library.

BOOKS

Sandra  Billington, A Social  History of the  Fool.  150  pages.  1984. Harvester
Press, Brighton, Sussex.  £18.95.

Includes brief  discussions of the evidence for the  existence  of the  Fool  in  medieval
England, and the  attitude  of the  church  to this paradoxical  figure, part  devil  and  part
Innocent.

J. A. Burrow, Essays  on  Medieval  Literature.  215  pages.  1984.  Clarendon Press,
Oxford.  £17.50.

A collection  of Professor  Burrow's  articles  including that  on  ‘The  Audience of Piers
Plowman', the  previously unpublished  ‘Allegory: the Literal  Level’, and work on the
Knight’s  Tale,  Gawain  and The  Cloud  of Unknowing.

Madeleine Pelner Cosman, Medieval Holidays  and  Festivals.  A Calendar  of
Celebrations.  136 pages. Illustrated.  1984.  Judy Piatkus (Publishers) Ltd. of
London. £5.95.

Description of  entertainments, superstitions,  food and drink  associated with  the
festivals of the  year.  Not limited to  medieval  period. Not referenced.

Paula  Neuss  (editor), Aspects  of Early English  Drama.  159 pages. Illustrated.
1983. D. S. Brewer, Cambridge; imprint of Boydell and Brewer Ltd.,
Woodbridge.  £22.50.

Nine  essays  covering the music and  costumes  of  medieval  plays, how  Noah built  his
ark on  stage with  the  skill  of a York  shipwright, how the medieval playwright  coped  with
space when  he had to portray heaven,  earth  and hell in  a  few square  feet, and how he  staged
miracles. An  analysis  of the play texts, their  function, revisions and  stage directions, and
discussions of the  virtues  of The  Castle  of Perseverance,  the  figure  of the gallant and the
representation  of  human  and divine  justice  on me stage.
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Derek Pearsall (editor), Manuscripts  and  their  Readers  in  Fifteenth-Century
England:  The  literary implications  of manuscript  study.  146 pages.  1983.  D. S.
Brewer, Woodbridgc. £22.50.

A  collection  of  conference papers studying the  manuscripts  of  courtly love  lyrics, the
Lydgate  manuscripts,  scribal  alterations  to  Gower‘s texts,  the work of two compilers,
Robert Thornton  and  John Colyns,  and a number of  manuscripts  from the  North-East
Midlands families of  Berkeley, Chaworth  and  Sherbrooke.

A. C. Reeves, The  Marcher Lords. A  New  History of Wales,  edited by R. A.
Griffiths, K. 0. Morgan and J. B. Smith. 170 pages. Illustrated, 1983.
Christopher Davies, Llandybie, Dyfed.  £3.95.

Covers  the rule and  patronage  of the Marcher  Lords  as well as  their judicial,
economic  and  political  role.  Some transcripts  of  documents  and  a  useful bibliography.

ARTICLES

Lorraine C. Attreed, an Indenture between Richard Duke of Gloucester and the
Scrope Family of Masham and Upsall, Speculum,  volume  58, number 4, 1983,
pages 1018-1025.

Transcript  of the  text  with an  introduction  placing the  document  in the  context  of
times  and people. Brief  biography of  Thomas, sixth  Lord  Scrope  of  Masham  and Upsall.‘

Christine Carpenter, Law, J ustice and Landowners in  Late  Medieval England,
Law and  History Review,  volume 1, 1983, pages 205-237.

Discusses contemporary attitudes  to the law in  theory and practice, and the effect of
the law  being often  in the  hands  of its  most important  customers.‘

R. H. Helmholz, Canon  law and  English Common  Law,  Selden Society Lecture
delivered in the Old Hall of Lincoln’s Inn July 5th  1982. London, Selden  Society
1983. 22 pages.

Concentrates  on the reciprocal  influence  and enrichment of the two  systems of law
which  the  author believes  took  place. Particular  areas  examined  are  bankruptcy and
defamation. 0f the  Opinion that  the  common  lawyers  know  more  of the  canon  law in
practice  than  is  generally realized and  were able  to draw on it for ideas.

R. H.  Helmholz, Crime, Compurgation and the  Courts  of the Medieval Church,
Law and  History Review,  volume 1, 1983, pages 1-26.

Finds  that  secular  crimes  could be and were heard  before  ecclesiastical  courts
particularly if the secular  courts were  deficient. 0f the  opinion  that  the  value  of
compurgation  lay in  publishing innocence, settling quarrels  and  making peace  rather  than
bringing the criminal to  punishment.  Medieval attitudes  towards  crime and  criminals
could  be fundamentally different  from  modern  ones  and the old  ways  of private  settlement
of  criminal  matters survived  longer than often  asserted.

Edward  Powell, Arbitration and the Law in England in the Late Middle  Ages,
Transactions  of the  Royal Historical Society,  fifth series, volume 33, 1983, pages
49-67.

Dr. Powell  shows  arbitration  to  have  been  of  great importance  as a  normal  and
frequently used  means  of  concluding differences  often  with  the  co-operation  of  royal  and
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ecclesiastical courts. conciles with  commonsense the sophistication of the  courts  and
lawyers  with  the limitatlons of the royal power of  enforcement.‘

Ian Rowney, The  Hastings  Affinity in Staffordshire and the  Honour  of Tutbury,
The  Bulletin  of the  Institute  of Historical  Research,  volume 57, 1984, pages 35-45.

Studies Hastings’ control  of  local offices  and parliamentary elections, with  particular
attention  to the parliament of  1478, and  finds  it limited. Defines and explains the
limitations  of the  affinity and  thus illuminates  Hastings' perspicacity and  good lordship as
well as the general matter of retaining, concluding that  important local men who were
retainers did not dwindle into mere  ‘lord's  men'.‘

THESES

Rowena E. Archer, The Mowbrays, Earls of Nottingham and Dukes of Norfolk
to 1432. Oxford D.Phil. thesis  1984.

Notes  on  Contributors

Rowena  E.  Archer  has recently completed  a  D.Phil.  thesis  at Oxford on the  Mowbray
Dukes  of  Norfolk  up to  1432.  Currently researching the later  Mowbray Dukes.

William  Featherstone.  A  member for six  years, he  works  for  a  clearing bank  in
computer  services.  Author  of several articles on the local  history and dialect of Derbyshire.

Robert  C.  Hairsine,  chartered structural  engin-eer.  Member since 1973.  Author  of
articles in The  Ricardian  (1976  and 1979).  With  others  he is currently preparing an edition
of the  Exchequer  Warrants for Issues  1480-5.

P. W.  Hammond.  Research  Officer  of the Society. Co-editor of The  Coronation  of
Richard  III. '

W. E.  Hampton.  Educated  USA and  England;  B.A.  Dunelm;  author  of  Memorials  of
the  Wars  of the  Roses.

Pauline  Routh.  A Yorkshire  member  whose particular  interest  is ecclesiology and
pre-Reformation  tombs  and  monuments.  Her  publications  include  Medieval  Efflgial
Alabaster  Tombs  in  Yorkshire  (I976). '

Gwen Waters  has done  considerable research  into medieval town  life. In  1983  King
Richard's  Gloucester  was  published  to  coincide  with the celebrations  marking the
borough’s  500th  anniversary of the granting of the charter of incorporation by Richard III.

Isolde Wigram.  Honorary Secretary of the Richard 111 Society from 1956  to  1968.
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'

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO THE  RICARDIAN
These are welcomed from all members on any subject relevant to the aims of the
Society.  These may be illustrated by photographs  (glossy prints showing good
contrast) or by line drawings. All contributions, including advertisements and
letters, must  be typewritten, with double spacing and adequate margins, on one
side‘of  the paper  only.  Permission must be obtained for the use of cepyright
material, but this is not usually necessary for short quotes. References and
footnotes must  be  given  in one  sequence  at the end of the article.  They must take
the form similar to the following examples:
R. Horrox and P. W.  Hammond  (eds.), British  Library Manuscript  433 (4 vols.
Upminster and London 1979-83), vol. 1, pp.45-6.
Daniel Williams, the hastily drawn up will of William Catesby Esquire, 25 August
1985, Leicestershire  Archaeological  and  Historical Society Transactions,  vol.  51
(1975-6), p.48. '

Details need not be given in full for  second  and subsequent references to the
same source.

Contributions for the  March  1985  Ricardian  must  reach Anne  Sutton, 17
Enfield Cloisters, Fanshaw Street, London N1 6LD, by December 31.  This  does
not apply to articles which should be  sent  well in advance and can be  sent  at any
time.

Classified Advertisements

Classified advertisements can be accepted at 4p per word. It would be appreciated
if advertisers forwarded remittances together with copy to be inserted to The
Editor, 17 Enfield Cloisters, Fanshaw Street, London  N1  6LD.  Cheques or postal
orders should be  crossed and made payable to the Richard 111 Society.

Anyone  interested in taking advertisement space—full, half or quarter
page—or in placing an insertion, should  contact  the Editor.
For  reliable, inexpensive Genealogical Research  consult: Patricia Berner, 8
Rooks  Meadow, Hagley, Stourbridge DY9  0PT.  Documents transcribed.
Ancestral locations photographed. S.a.e. appreciated.

Ricardian Books  —  the Red  Pale, Little Dutch  House, 1 l Horton Road, Datchet,
Berks. Slough  43862.  We specialise in secondhand  books  on medieval history and
carry a substantial  stock  of Ricardian titles, fiction and non-fiction. Catalogues
issued, booksearch service, books bought.  Bookroom  open by appointment.

The  Richard  111  Society: A History, by George Awdry. Its early years and
achievements  1924-74.  £1.50 (including p.&p. UK only). Available from the Sales
Officer, Miss Anne Smith, 14 Lincoln Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2  6TJ.

Members with  one  interest  in accord may like to join Penfriendship List.
Nominal charge. Apply in confidence to: Mrs. G. Main, 13 Roche Avenue,
Bilton, Harrogate, Yorkshire HGl  4ES.


